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Backflow Prevention 
Device Work

Backflow prevention device work” means work performed by 
a backflow prevention device worker for reconstruction or 
renewal of any part of a backflow prevention device for the 

purpose of returning to 5 service a currently installed device. 
This does not include the removal or replacement of a 

defective device by the installation of a rebuilt or new device. 



Backflow Prevention Device Worker

A Backflow Prevention Device Worker is an individual who engages in 
maintenance, repair, testing, or periodic inspection of cross-

connection control devices.

These devices include reduced pressure principle backflow 
preventers, double check-valve assemblies, pressure-type vacuum 

breakers, and similar equipment.

Purpose: To prevent contamination of potable water by nonpotable 
liquids, solids, or gases, ensuring water remains safe for consumption.



18 VAC 50-30-25. Application Procedures. 



18 VAC 50-30-30. General requirements for 
licensure or certification. (excerpts)



18 VAC 50-30-120. Renewal. (excerpts)

No continuing education, yet!



18 VAC 50-30-120. Renewal. (excerpts)



18 VAC 50-30-130. Reinstatement. (excerpts)



18 VAC 50-30-160. Change of address.



18 VAC 50-30-190. Prohibited acts. (excerpts)



18 VAC 50-30-190. Prohibited acts. (excerpts)



Code of Virginia (excerpts)



54.1-1135. Prohibited acts. (excerpts)



https://vaawwa.org/page/resources-
backflow-prevention-tester





Training Required
• Four years of practical experience in water distribution systems and a 

minimum of 32 hours of training in a school approved by the board
• Seven or more years of experience in water distribution systems and 16 

hours of training in a school approved by the board

Forms Required
• Completed Application Form (Exam Eligibility= $150)
• Completed Experience Verification Form 
• A copy of your certificate from a training school approved by the board 

that includes wet lab instruction



Exam Scheduling

Backflow Prevention 
Device $100

HTTPS://TEST-TAKERS.PSIEXAMS.COM/VACON



A. Standards of Practice (3 Items)
B. Standards of Conduct (2 Items)
C. Renewal and Reinstatement (2 Items)
D. Definitions (1 Item)
E. Qualification for Licensure (1 Item)
F. Revocation of Licensure (1 Item)
G. Testing/Troubleshooting (16 Items)
H. Assemblies/Devices (4 Items)
I. General Subject Knowledge (6 Items)
J. Maintenance and Repair (2 Items)
K. Laws and Rules (1 Item)
L. Safety (1 Item)

What is on the exam?

The PSI Exams Candidate Information Bulletin also 
outlines what subject the questions are pulled from. The 
BPAT exam includes 40 questions and are multiple 
choice, and you are given 150 minutes to complete. One 
glaring item that we stress to our students is that 10 out 
of the 40 questions are based on the DPOR Rules and 
Regulations packet, so only 75% of the exam actually 
pertains to backflow prevention testing (all tradesmen 
exams include these 10 questions, but since BPAT is only 
40 questions instead of the normal 100, they are weighted 
much more heavily). Below is the outline provided by PSI:

Highlights from the PSI Exam Bulletin



Recommended Reference Materials- Used to Prepare the Questions

Highlights from the PSI Exam Bulletin (p.2)



Highlights from the PSI 
Exam Bulletin
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